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Introduction  

 
I love creating Christmas cards for my friends and family.  
  
Rather than them believing Iõm being cheap, they accept what 
they really are ð my way of showing theyõre worth the effort.  
 
When you start out  creating your own cards , it can be somewhat 
time -consuming, but once you get the hang of it, creating your 
own cards is not only fun, but it gives a sense of satisfaction.  
 
If youõre lucky enough to see the recipient open the card, youõre 
in for a treat.  The look of appreciation is more than worthwhile.  
 
In the following pages I will show you how to create three totally 
different cards, using just two of the images from the Christmas 
Images package . 
 
You get to see how I create my cards, what inspires my decisions, 
and the difference in the finished cards.  
 
Without further ado, letõs get started... 
 
 

 
 

http://www.christmas-ideas-store.com/christmas-images/
http://www.christmas-ideas-store.com/christmas-images/
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Required Images  

 
Following  are the two images we ar e working on in this guide:  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This is image òreindeer04.gifó which can be found under 

òassorted2ó folder name òreindeeró. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is image òoldsantaroundsm.jpg ó which can be found in the 

folder named òsantaó. 
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Basic Equipment  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I try not to buy my bits and pieces at Christmas ð because this is 
the most expensive time of the year to purchase.  January is 
usually the cheapest time, and I tend to take advantage of it.  
 
That said, you can often use items you already have. I hav e a 
craft trolley, and as I find something, I add to what is already 
there.  
 
If you have children in the house, you may already undertake 
craft projects, and will quite possibly have everything you need.  
 
Keep in mind that what follows are just suggestio ns; you can do 
whatever you want.  These finished projects are just examples, 
and are meant to inspire rather than tell you this is what you 
must do.  
 
In the image above you can see the core items ð glue, greeting 
cards (or you can use heavy paper), corner  paper cutter, photo 
squares and/or double sided craft tape, stars or other 
embellishments, a variety of papers to use as backgrounds.  
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Above are a variety of different papers I use in these projects.  
Shown are handmade papers, gold scrapbooking paper, clear 
cellophane with stars printed on it, and the reindeer image I am 
using for the first two projects.  
 
Start....  
 
...by printing off your images.  Itõs far more economical paper-
wise to add the images to one sheet of paper.  
 
You can use normal printer p aper, colored paper, or for a gloss 
finish, print your images on photo paper.  (Iõve used normal 
printing paper.)  
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Project 1: Reindeer ɀ Gold Theme 

 

 
 
For my first project, Iõve decided to use the gold paper behind the 
reindeer image.  I generally cho ose a color  that is complimentary 
to the image, so most of the colors  in the image will work.  Gold 
will give the card a light, bright look.  
 
Iõm also using the cellophane with gold stars.  
This should give the card a more ôupmarketõ 
look.  
 
The stars will  also set off the rest of the gold 
theme.  
 
Start by cutting the cellophane to the exact 
size of one half of the card.  Use clear craft 
glue to glue it in place.   (A dab in each corner 
is enough.)  
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Cut the gold paper to size ð this should be bigger than the image, 
giving it a nice border.  
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the corner tool to give the paper a rounded edge.   If you donõt 
have this tool, you can leave the corners as is, or use scissors.  
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Do the same with the reindeer image.  
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Our  card is starting to take shape.  Itõs time to glue the gold 
paper onto the cellophane. You glued this to the card earlier.  
 
As with the cellophane, you only need a small amount of craft 
glue.  Alternatively, you can use photo squares, or double sided 
craft tape.  Any of t hese will work for this paper.  
 
I mentioned embellishments earlier.  I go for the cheapest 
possible options, and Iõve done this here.   
 
 
 
Left  is a gift tag ð I picked 
up a pack of twenty gift 
tags for just $2.  So for just 
.01 cent each, I now have 
some extremely  cheap 
embellishments.  
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In this instance, I can get two uses out of each card.  (The tree 
can be used elsewhere.)   For the reindeer project, Iõm going to cut 
the ôMerry Christmasõ band from the gift tag.  
 

 
 
This finished the card off, and the re d (with a gold band) 
compliments the card.  
 
You can make  this card with or without the clear cellophane with 
gold stars.  
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Project 2: Reindeer ɀ Green & Red Theme 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the same reindeer image, weõre going to give this card a 
completel y different look.  
 
This time Iõm using handmade paper, which I bought at a local 
store ð or if you are so inclined, you can make your own.   
 
Iõve chosen the traditional Christmas colors of green and red.  
 
The red paper is very light, almost transparent, and has gold 
threads running through it.   
 
The green is much heavier, and is almost as thick as light 
cardboard.  
 
Start by cutting the red paper ð this needs to  be larger than the 
image.  Cut it slightly larger than the size you actually want.
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I adore handmade paper, particularly the type of handmade 
paper Iõm using for the red contrast.  
 
This paper looks great when itõs torn, so thatõs what Iõm doing for 
this project. (See above.)   This is why it needed to be bigger than 
required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once thatõs done, cut your green backing.  I used a guillotine 
because I could ensure the sides were straight.  Remember, this 
must be bigger than both your image  and your red contrast 
paper.  



How to Creat e Christmas Cards  

15   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because this paper is very porous, I donõt use craft glue.  Instead, 
Iõve used the photo squares, but you can just as easily use the 
double sided craft tape.  Either will do the job.  
 
Peel off the backing paper, and sti ck your green paper to the card  
- center  it as best as possible.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow this method for the red paper, and stick it to the green.  
Then add the reindeer image ð also using the photo squares or 
double sided craft tape.
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As you can see, the card is very nice, and is in traditional colors. 
But wi th a few embellishments, we can spruce it up.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All Iõve done here is add a few dabs of craft glue, and add the star 
embellishments to the sides.  As you can see, it makes a huge 
difference to the end result.  
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Now itõs time to add words to the card ð òMerry Christmasó or 
òChristmasó.  These have again come from the gift tags I bought 
at next to nothing.  
 
Check out the way the placement changes the entire look of the 
card.  
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On t his last version (above) Iõve simply cropped the red bar back 
into the area of the red backing paper.   
 
This is the final version, and the version I have used  for the card.  
 
 
 














